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CEO Report  

Welcome! This new look AbSec news has arrived and a great opportunity to touch base.  

AbSec has been busy supporting and managing a number of initiatives that benefit Aboriginal people's access to 
family support, early intervention and Out-of-Home-Care.  Our involvement with the Department of Family and 
Community Services (FacS) is ongoing and we acknowledge the work on some key reforms that will impact on 
Aboriginal communities, especially in respect to restoration and Aboriginal Family Conferencing.  
 
SNAICC National Conference 2013: For our Children: Living and Learning Together held on 4-6 June in Cairns. It 
was great to see a number of people attend and enjoy interesting and empowering keynote speakers and work-
shops.  

The Association of Childrenôs Welfare Agencies (ACWA) commissioned a trend paper which was released on 1 
July 2013; revealed that foster care agencies (like AbSec) need to explore new avenues to recruit carers. The 
trend paper, part of ACWAôs recently-launched Fostering NSW campaign draws on expert opinion and research to 
explore new face of fostering and how it will change in the next  10 years. This release is timely as the AbSec Fos-
ter Training and Support team travelled the state, visiting communities to engage potential Aboriginal carers.  

The National Aboriginal and Islander Childrenôs Day was held on 4 August, this yearôs theme ñRight Here, Right 
Now. Our Rights Matterò continues to serve as a reminder of the importance of childrenôs rights and the work we do 
supporting Aboriginal children, young people and carers.  

AbSec have been busy continuing our commitment to supporting Children, Young People and Carers. We recently 
had a morning tea with the Hon. Pru Goward MP, Minister for Family and Community Services, Minister for Wom-
en to acknowledge the work by our carers. It was a great opportunity to yarn with the Minister on issues facing car-
ers and for our carers to tell their stories.  

I am encouraged by the progress AbSec has made with our programs and partnerships. The information session 
recently held in Moree regarding our PACT program and improved relation-
ships with our government partners will only strengthen and benefit the com-
munity.   

The Aboriginal Carer Recruitment Roadshows have been successful, with 

staff already visiting 20 communities it has been great to see the response 

from the community, acknowledgement of the need for more carers. 

Our transition team is working closely with communities to increase the num-

ber of accredited community-controlled Aboriginal organisations (ACCO), 

partnership agencies and agencies with provisional accreditation from the 

Childrenôs Guardian. 

Acknowledgement is given to the AbSec Board 

for their ongoing support and leadership. 

                  

       

        Chief Executive Officer  
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Strong Sector Connected Kids Conference  

Aboriginal Child, Family and Community Care State Secretariat (AbSec) 
are rescheduling our bi-annual conference for workers involved in the 
family support, child protection and out-of-home care (OOHC) sectors in 
NSW.  
The ñStrong Sector Connected Kidsò Conference which was scheduled 
to be held at the Opal Cove Resort in Coffs Harbour in November 2013 will 
now be held on Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20 March 2014. 
 
Further details go to the AbSec website www.absec.org.au or email jodie.porter@absec.org.au 
 
AbSec is still calling for Registrations, Sponsorship and Abstracts for the conference.  

 

 

 

 

The AbSec workers conference will be held at Opal Cove Resort, Coffs Harbour and is open to all AbSec board and 
staff, member agency staff & boards and partnership agencies. The workers conference will feature keynote speak-
ers and workshops that cover Self Preservation ï Living and Working in the Community, Responding to Trauma 
Related Behaviours, Partnership Development, Report Writing, Walking and Working together, best practice finan-
cial reporting and much more. For further details or to register please visit the AbSec website. 

         A message from Winangali  
Meg Habchi here from Winangali Indigenous Communications, de-
livering the Government's Digital Switchover message to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait islander communities in Sydney and surrounding 
areas.  
The switch to Digital is only TV signals is 3 months away for Sydney 
residents, and I want to tell you how Indigenous communities can 
best prepare for digital-only TV signals. We have the latest infor-
mation so please go to our website www.winangali.com.au.  

To find out more about the switch to digital TV in your area visit the 
Digital Ready website www.digitalready.gov.au or call the Digital 
Ready Information Line on 
1800 20 10 13 (available 7 
days a week, 8am to midnight 
AEST) 

 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

tŀƎŜ м                      /9h wŜǇƻǊǘ 

tŀƎŜ н                       !ō{ŜŎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ  

tŀƎŜ  о Σ п ϧ р          ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ   

tŀƎŜ  с ϧ т             CƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ b{² ϧ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 

tŀƎŜ  у  ф ϧ мл      ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ϧ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¢ŜŀƳ  

tŀƎŜ мм        CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ΧΦΦΦ²ŀƴŘƛȅŀƭƛ                    

tŀƎŜ  мн ϧ мо       Y¢{ ϧ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ  

tŀƎŜ  мп        .ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜƳ IƻƳŜ 

tŀƎŜ мр                   !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ DǳƛŘŜ 

http://www.absec.org.au
mailto:jodie.porter@absec.org.au
http://www.digitalready.gov.au


 о 

 

Transition NEWS  
 

An essential principle of the Transition is a commitment that Aboriginal children and young people be cared for by 

Aboriginal carers and Aboriginal caseworkers within accredited community-controlled Aboriginal agencies.  Just 

over a year ago there were seven AbSec member agencies providing out of home care to 350 Aboriginal children 

and young people. In a busy year for AbSec and the Aboriginal OOHC sector the last year three new agencies have 

achieved provisional accreditation, six partnerships have been signed and Aboriginal agencies now care for 700 

Aboriginal children and young people. 

This ensures that, wherever possible, Aboriginal children remain within their community and maintain their cultural 

connections. This is essential to ensure the healthy development and future of Aboriginal children and their commu-

nities.  

Where we were:        Where we are now:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accreditation ceremony hosted by Minister Pru Goward 
at NSW Parliament House was an important event that rec-
ognised the achievement of three new Aboriginal OOHC 
agencies and their determination to develop their services to 
deliver to Aboriginal children and young people in their com-
munities. 

The OOHC sector cannot underestimate the importance of 
accreditation and the effort required in not only achieving it 
but also maintaining it.  

One of the significant things about this event was the high 
presence of Community Services and Childrenôs Guardian 
staff who are also committed to supporting the development 
of Aboriginal OOHC agencies. 

From the Transition Teams perspective one of the most moving events was the speech by a Carer from the Illawar-
ra whose heartfelt words showed the passion commitment and recognition by Carers themselves of the need to 
support Aboriginal Children and young people. 

2013 four new provisionally accredited agencies will take placements 
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Transition news (continued)  

Kids in Care Cup 

AbSec is sponsoring an initiative of our Capacity Building Manager, Barry Lenihan, who 

in his role of President of the Illawarra Titans RLFC has organised a koori knockout as a 

warm up event to Octobers NSW Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout, in which 16 teams 

will compete for the ñKids in Careò Cup.  One aim of the event is to raise awareness of 

the transition and the need to recruit more Aboriginal Carers to care for Aboriginal Kids. 

The ñKids in Careñ Cup will be held on Sunday 15
th
 September during Foster Care week. 

The event will be a 16 Menôs Team Knockout competition along with a Womenôs demon-

stration game an Under 10ôs Reconciliation Cup between an Illawarra Aboriginal All 

Stars Team and the Illawarra Coal League All Stars. 

As well as AbSec, major Sponsors of the event include the Association of Childrenôs 

Welfare Agencies (ACWA), NSW Government Family and Community Services (FACS 

CS), Link Up NSW Family Link Project, Fostering NSW and the Aboriginal Legal Service. 

As the event is about ñKids in Careò all ñKids in Careò and their Carers will be given free 

entry to the event. The tickets will be supplied to local CSCôs and NGO OOHC Services 

through the Steering Committee via the Illawarra   Titans 

As this event is seen as a genuine warm up for The Titans have already received 10 ex-

pressions of interest to participate in the ñKids in Careò Cup from communities as far 

north as Kempsey, west to Orange and south to Batemans Bay. 

[ŜƊ- aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ tǊǳ DƻǿŀǊŘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ /ǳǇ WŜǊǎŜȅ 
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Not only an opportunity to learn and to meet national leaders in the Aboriginal and Non- Aboriginal Out of Home 

Care Sector, AbSec transition team members also shared with our interstate colleagues our learnings/ Transition 

story in four presentations. 

Genuine partnerships for change explored the meaning of genuine partnerships between mainstream and Aborigi-

nal and Torres Strait Islander services, and some of the challenges and opportunities they bring. Shared learnings 

on how these partnerships can contribute to stronger local leadership and new ways of working to support and 

strengthen families caring for young children.  

Cultural advice and support services in child protection decision making. 

The story of how the aspiration that ñUltimately, all Aboriginal children and young people in out of home care will be 

cared for by Aboriginal; Carers, supported by Aboriginal caseworkers employed by local Aboriginal managed agen-

ciesò was included as a guiding principle in the NSW transition of OOHC from government to the NGO sector and 

implications for building capacity in Aboriginal OOHC in NSW and other states and territories. 
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Transition news (continued)  

Ngurambang update 

Since our last newsletter Ngurambang has signed a partnership agreement with Jaanimili, the Aboriginal services 

unit associated with United Care Burnside.  AbSec funded a Project Manager position to support the work of the 

partnership and Ngurambangôs development toward becoming a standalone OOHC agency once it achieves accred-

itation with the Childrenôs Guardian.  A Casework Manager has been recruited and five Aboriginal children have 

transferred from Community Services             

         

          

[ŜƊΥ Representatives from Yaanimili Aboriginal Services Unit and 

other representatives from Uniting Care Burnside, Ngurambang 

OOHC board members, Nick Corrigan AbSec.  

 
 

 


