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           Who We Are  
The Aboriginal Child, Family and 
Community Care State Secretariat 
(NSW) (AbSec) is a not for profit 
organisation. The organisation is 
recognised as the peak NSW Aboriginal 
organisation providing child protection 
and out of home care policy advice and 
supporting our Aboriginal Community 
Controlled (ACCO) Sector to deliver for 
Aboriginal children, families and 
communities. AbSec is also responsible 
for building the capacity of the 
Aboriginal disability non-government 
sector so that Aboriginal people with 
disability have choice in the type of 
services and supports they can access. 
 
AbSec’s focus is around implementing 
initiatives that we believe, as an 
Aboriginal peak body, are good practice 
in supporting Aboriginal children, 
families and communities. AbSec is 
formed by member ACCOs delivering 
supports and services in the care and 
protection system in NSW, as well as 
carers (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal) 
and partner organisations that share our 
values. 
 
The Aboriginal Disability Sector 
Development program focuses on 
building capacity of the Aboriginal 
disability non-government sector so 
that people with disability have choice 
in the type of services and supports 
they access. 
 
AbSec auspices the Aboriginal 
Statewide Foster Care Support Service 
(ASFCSS). This service provides free 
telephone advice and advocacy for 
carers of Aboriginal children and young 
people.  

 

            Our Vision  
Our vision is that all Aboriginal children 
and young people are looked after in 
safe, thriving Aboriginal families and 
communities and are raised strong in 
spirit and identity, with every opportunity 
for lifelong wellbeing and connection to 
culture surrounded by holistic supports.  
  

 

Partnerships 
 

AbSec would like to acknowledge our 
corporate partners and funders and in 
particular, the NSW Department of Family 
and Community Services. Our partners 
have demonstrated a real commitment to 
Aboriginal people across NSW through the 
ongoing support they provide us. 
 
We would like to thank the Department of 
Prime Minister and Cabinet and Mr 
Richard Weston, Chief Executive Officer, 
Healing Foundation, for the funding they 
have made available to the Stolen 
Generations Council of NSW/ACT. 
 
AbSec continues to work proactively with 
the NSW Government and acknowledge 
the support of the Hon. Brad Hazzard MP, 
Minister for Family and Community 
Services, the Hon. Leslie Williams MP, 
Minister for Early Childhood and Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs and the Hon. John 
Ajaka MLC, Minister for Ageing, Minister 
for Disability Services and Minister for 
Multicultural Affairs, in expanding support 
of NSW Aboriginal Communities through 
AbSec. 
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Chairpersons Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Another year has come and gone and the number of our Aboriginal children and young people 
entering OOHC continues to rise. 
 
AbSec and Aboriginal agencies across NSW have learned valuable lessons over the past 12 
months. As Aboriginal people we continue to strive to provide for our own, recognising that WE 
understand our communities & how we best meet the unique needs of these communities. 
 
Angela Webb left AbSec in April; we wish her well and thank her for her work at AbSec. At the 
Board request, Tim Ireland ably stepped into the role of acting CEO until the position was filled. 
Tim has done an excellent job, and the board thanks him for his hard work, ability to read the 
sector and his persistence. 
 
AbSec has been an active participant in the changes to the sector over the past year.  We 
understand the unique opportunities that the Safe Home for Life reform brings to AbSec and our 
member agencies. This has led to a working relationship with FACS through the co-design 
process to ensure that over time, we are able to develop holistic, tailored approaches to working 
with our Aboriginal children, families and communities to ensure better life outcomes. AbSec 
recognises that this has to be achieved through support from strong Aboriginal community 
controlled organisations that deliver a raft of services that meet the unique needs of individual 
communities and families.  
 
The current IFBS, FGC and NDIS programs fit into this unique service provision to meet the 
special needs of our Aboriginal communities. We can no longer view "out of home care" as the 
way to protect our children, there will always be a need for out of home care, however, Aboriginal 
agencies need to utilise those unique skills and services they deliver informally to Aboriginal 
families and children in a more tailored formal way to achieve what we want for our families and 
communities, Aboriginal kids, who are strong in identity, enriched by their culture, supported by 
their community and proud to be Aboriginal. 
 
The staff at AbSec have achieved a huge amount over the past year, in an ever changing 
environment. We still however have a long way to go to achieve what we ultimately want, our 
communities, serviced by local people, through strong and capable Aboriginal agencies that are 
driven by Aboriginal families’ unique needs, ensuring always that culture, and identity are 
embedded in everything we do. 
 
As an Aboriginal sector we recognise that we are able to do this, it's our role now to make sure, 
government and those of influence understand this. No more talking about the problem, let's 
address it the best way we know how! 

 
 
Dana Clarke 
Chairperson 
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A/Chief Executive Officer Report  
 

 
The Aboriginal Child, Family and Community Care State Secretariat (AbSec) remains 
focused on supporting Aboriginal children, young people, families, carers and communities. 
The 2014/15 financial year has provided many opportunities and challenges for AbSec to 
continue to perform its peak function, while setting a new direction to better support the 
Aboriginal sector into the future.  
 
On 29 October 2014 the Child Protection Amendment Act 2014 (Amendment Act) was 
proclaimed which resulted in changes to the Children and Young Persons (Care and 
Protection) Act 1998 (Care Act) under the ‘Safe Home for Life’ reforms. AbSec has been 
focused on working through these reforms and exploring what this would mean in practice 
for Aboriginal children, young people and communities across NSW. The reforms introduce 
thinking around legal permanence that from an Aboriginal community perspective create a 
need to thoroughly think through whether these reforms are in the best interests of Aboriginal 
children, young people and families across the state.  
 
Over the past 12 months, AbSec has been busy in providing policy advice to government, 
supporting the Aboriginal sector through practice and accreditation support, working to build 
an Aboriginal disability sector, and participating in future direction setting exercises with key 
stakeholders, such as the NSW Ombudsman, the Office of the Children’s Guardian and the 
Department of Family and Community Services. This is in recognition of the Aboriginal sector 
achieving much under the early reforms of transitioning children and young people to the 
non-government sector; however, there is a greater need to do more to over the coming 
years to cater for the significant numbers of Aboriginal children and young people in care, 
and work towards reducing and preventing this over time. 
 
AbSec has been able to work through and support the transition of Aboriginal children in 
OOHC to Aboriginal community controlled agencies, where possible, keeping in line with the 
government’s commitment to ensure Abroiginal children and young people are supported by 
Aboriginal community controlled agencies. This commitment is embedded within more than 
10 months’ work in the past 12 months towards co-designing the future Aboriginal sector to 
deliver better outcomes for Aboriginal children, young people and families that are vulnerable 
or at risk.  
 

AbSec has continued to develop with FACS, the NSW Children’s Court, and the Aboriginal 
Legal Service, the need for cultural care planning that is meaningful and informs effective 
quality cultural support plans following placement of an Aboriginal child. The aim for cultural 
care and cultural support planning is to ensure every Aboriginal child has access to their 
culture, and the opportunity to form who they are as proud Aboriginal children, and future 
Aboriginal leaders in the community.  
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Importantly, as an Aboriginal sector, AbSec has worked to build on all the achievements to 
date and strive for a future Aboriginal sector that is providing a strong Aboriginal community 
controlled safety-net to meet the needs of Aboriginal children, young people, families and 
communities. With this safety-net designed to be one that delivers holistic and individually 
tailored Aboriginal child and family services across NSW in order to provide better outcomes. 
 

Additionally, as an organisation, AbSec has commenced refreshing its focus towards the 
future with strategic planning consultations undertaken with key stakeholders, including 
AbSec’s membership.  

 

In the latter half of the 12 month period covered in this report, AbSec has attempted to re-
engage with the membership to profile significant issues and ideas regarding the current 
state. Over the years to come, this will continue to ensure the organisation’s foundations 
are strong and AbSec is representing the collective interests of its constituents.  

 

I want to thank the AbSec Board for their support and leadership during this time and to the 
AbSec staff who are dedicated and committed to supporting Aboriginal children, young 
people, families and communities.  

 

 

 

 
Tim Ireland  
A/Chief Executive Officer 
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AbSec Board 
 

On 23 October 2014, AbSec held its Annual General Meeting in which board members 
were voted.  
The appointments to the AbSec board are: 

 

Ms  Dana Clarke, Chairperson  Ms Kathy McKenzie, Vice-Chair       Mr Garry Matthews, Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Ms Tina McGhie, Secretary         Mr Denis Jackson, Board Member      Ms Petrice Manton, Board Member 

 
 

 Mr Ernest Lovelock, Board Member 

 Ms Cecily Lyons, Board Member*  

* Notes: Board Member has since resigned from their positon 
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AbSec Structure  
 

Board

 

Chief Executive Officer

 

Deputy Chief Executive

 

Senior Manager, Finance

 

Executive Support 
Manager

 

Accounts Officer

 
Senior Manager, 

Operations

 
Senior Manager, 

Strategy and Policy

 
Senior Manager, 

Disability

 
Senior Manager, 

OOHC/ EI

 

BTH Coordinator

 

Senior Project Officer

 

Accreditation and 
Practice Support Mgr

 

Practice Support

 

Foster Care Support

 

FGC Facilitator

 

FGC Facilitator

 

FGC Facilitator

 

Senior Project Officer

 

Project Officer

 

Project Support Officer

 

Senior Policy Officer

 

Senior Policy Officer

 

Communications 
Officer

 

Project Support Officer

 

Receptionist

 

Admin Assistant
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Early Intervention 
 
AbSec pilots and supports a number of early intervention programs in Aboriginal communities, 
which are aimed delivering for Aboriginal children, young people and families earlier.  
 
The Aboriginal Intensive Family Based Services (IFBS) model was piloted following 
recommendations made by Justice James Wood in the 2008 Special Commission of Inquiry into 
Child Protection in NSW, and the NSW Government’s commitment to implement Keep Them Safe 
(KTS): A Shared Approach to Child Wellbeing. 
 
Under KTS, the IFBS program was developed as the highest level of intervention within a 
continuum of early intervention and placement prevention services designed to work with children 
and their families to improve family function and to reduce entries into out of home care.  
 
IFBS offers an intensive level of casework and a broad spectrum of support services to families in 
crisis, for a period of up to 12 months.  
 
The service is targeted at children who are at imminent risk of removal from their families, but 
where an assessment is made that there is a reasonsable prospect of improvement within the 
family when the right support is offered. Families can only be referred by the Department of Family 
and Community Services (FACS), or through court order. 
 
AbSec believes the service represents a vital  part to the approach to safeguarding the wellbeing of 
children, by allowing eligible families every opportunity to address their needs before placement of 
their child in out of home care becomes necessary.  
 
The model also includes a step-down service, providing less intensive case management support 
for up to six months following the intensive crisis service.  
 
Currently there are four IFBS services established in high-need areas across NSW and delivered 
by the non-government sector. AbSec works to support these services to ensure quality and 
practice is maintained to high standards.  

______________________________________ 

 

The Protecting Aboriginal Children Together (PACT) pilot is to ensure there is an Aboriginal 

perspective when it comes to making key decisions about the care and protection of Aboriginal 

children and young people.  

PACT does this by having Aboriginal cultural advisers work alongside FACS caseworkers. This 
gives caseworkers a deeper understanding of Aboriginal culture. It also helps open the way for 
Aboriginal families to take a role in decisions that affect them and their children. 
 
The model has been piloted in two sites—Shellharbour and Moree—since 2011. This service is in 
addition to existing FACS models of internal and external consultation aimed at meeting 
the requirements for self-determination within the Children and Young Persons (Care and 
Protection) Act 1998. 
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PACT is aimed toward Aboriginal children and young people who are the subject of a risk of 
significant harm (ROSH) report that is allocated to a participating FACS site for further assessment 
or intervention. For the period of the pilot, all reported children and young people who meet the 
criteria are to be offered a PACT service: 

 Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
 allocated to the FaCS child protection team for further action; and 
 no other open case plan. 

 
Eligibility is determined during the FACS (CSC) intake process and the outcome recorded as part 
of local intake procedures. 
 
PACT covers all key decision-making points in a child protection case. Once a case is allocated, 
PACT is to respond within the relevant timeframe (based on risk level). The first step is a pre-
assessment consultation between the FACS and PACT. If the family consents, PACT participates 
in the first home visit, safety assessment and risk assessment, and, if required, the case plan, risk 
re-assessment, care plan application, identification of carers, out-of-home care case plan and case 
closure. 
 
AbSec continues to argue that the PACT pilot needs to maintained and expanded as a good model 
for ensuring consultation in these sensitive matters. AbSec works to support effective operation on 
the model in key locations. 

 
 

Aboriginal Family Group Conferencing (FGC) is a pilot that is being directly delivered by 
AbSec. Aboriginal Family Group Conferencing is based on the Dhum Djirri model (Aboriginal 
Family Decision making model in Victoria) which is modelled broadly from family group 
conferencing in New Zealand. 
 
Aboriginal FGC provides Aboriginal families, who are currently case managed by the Department 
of Family and Community Services (FACS), with an opportunity to discuss what needs to be done 
to achieve improved safety and protection of their children and young people. 
 
The purpose of Aboriginal FGC is to encourage relevant family members and others to meet and 
work toward an agreed way forward in order to address any risk and or safety concerns as 
advised by FACS. 
 
Aboriginal FGC is about involving appropriate family members in the development of a ‘Family 
Plan’ that is agreed to by the family and FACS. A Conference is organised to assist in the 
development of this Family Plan. 
 
All Conferences involve an independent facilitator who is employed by AbSec. The facilitator 
works throughout the entire process, including the Conference itself, and involves working with 
the family in developing the strategies to be included in the Family Plan. 
 
This program is being piloted in selected sites in Northern, Illawarra Shoalhaven and Central 
Coast Districts. AbSec has recognised the success of this model in assisting to return Aboriginal 
children back to families and address ongoing concerns about family capacity.  
 
Following conclusion of the pilot in October 2015, AbSec will be working to establish a 
continuation of this program as a sector support resource to support Aboriginal children and 
young people at risk or in vulnerable circumstances, and to continue to build family capacity, by 
identifying appropriate supports and services in the community, to be stronger in their role of 
supporting an Aboriginal child or young person.   
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Out-of-Home Care  
 
The Out-of-Home Care team has provided our member agencies with a range of supports 
throughout the year to assist with maintaining capacity to deliver quality services and supports 
for Aboriginal children and young people. The work of the team has focused around practice 
support, training, cultural appreciation and advice around cultural connection, and support with 
maintaining compliance against requirements.  
 
Support with Provisional Accreditation and Capacity Building 
AbSec successfully supported agencies to achieve provisional accreditation or extend their 
accreditation. This has been done through supporting the development of policies and 
procedures and understanding the standards set by the NSW Office of the Children’s Guardian. 
 
AbSec continues to focus on ensuring a strong and capable sector that is able to meet the 
needs of Aboriginal communities across the state. Our capacity building work is directed at 
emerging organisations wishing to provide Aboriginal child welfare services and supports, 
acknowledging the need to work with Aboriginal organisations in a strategic way to ensure a 
sustainable and viable Aboriginal sector.  
 
Governance Top 10 Tips 
AbSec has focused on providing a presentation and action planning process for development 
and reviewing fundamental non-government and community agency governance processes. 
These have been specifically tailored to address out-of-home care (OOHC) requirements and 
delivered to senior management and Boards of our member agencies, as required. 
 
NSW Standards for OOHC presentation 
A plain English explanation of the OOHC standards pitched for workers, managers and boards 
to understand their legal responsibilities. A version is also delivered to carers. 
 
Direct Evidence and Casework Support 

 Ongoing support – after provisional accreditation – agencies continue to receive 
support to address direct evidence requirements and build their casework capacity. 

 Child and carer files checks – provide an independent check of record keeping against 
the OOHC standards 

 Health Scan - provides a review and analysis of practice 

 Reflective Practice – provides an opportunity for staff to assess their own 
understanding and performance against requirements  

 
Managing Allegations of Reportable Conduct 
AbSec supports agencies to undertake investigations and complete relevant reporting in line 
with statutory requirements. Training is also provided to assist staff to understand their 
obligations. 
 
Direct advocacy and engagement 
AbSec advocates on behalf of member agencies to address issues such as funding, contracting, 
referrals and consultation. Advocacy and engagement also serves the purpose to support 
AbSec in appropriate advising the Government and Government Departments on the most 
appropriate approaches to support Aboriginal children, families and communities.  
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 Foster Support  
 
The Aboriginal State-wide Foster Care Support Service (ASFCSS) is a free telephone 
advice and advocacy service for carers of Aboriginal children and young people in the 
child protection and out-of-home care sector. 
 
The ASFCSS aims to improve the support and information provided to carers of Aboriginal 
children and young people while providing advice to front-line case managers in queries 
relating to culture, financial supports and working to raise awareness in Aboriginal 
communities of the need for more Aboriginal carers. 
 
Foster Care Support provides AbSec Aboriginal out-of-home care member agencies with 
foster carer recruitment activities including events and promotions.  
 
During this financial year, a total of 242 calls for advice, information and assistance were 
received and while some queries were resolved there are others that required ongoing 
support until an outcome or resolution could be determined. 
 
Queries were received from kinship and foster carers, non-Aboriginal NGO OOHC 
agencies, birth parents and community members. Some of the queries related to  

 Payments – Carer allowance, Teenage Education Payment, late or irregular 

payments, contingency payments 

 Guardianship Orders 

 Wanting to become a foster carer or a carer of a family member 

 Reporting children to be at risk – in family home, another placement  

 Reassessment of CYP’s cat score 

 Placement support – behaviour management, placement reviews 

 Carers Housing concerns 

 Carers relocating  

 Children being placed on respite and not being returned to placements 

 Birth Family and family contact  

 Carers Register 

 Working with Children’s Checks (WWCC) including application and outcome  

 Cultural connections for a child or young person in care – finding mob, 

connecting with family 
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Cultural Support  
 
Raising Aboriginal children and young people strong in culture and identity is essential for those in the 

child protection and out-of-home care (OOHC) sector. The question is how do we maintain the 

connection?  

AbSec’s Aboriginal Consultation Guide is one way in which the non-government OOHC sector can work 

consistently, effectively and sensitively with Aboriginal children, families and communities when 

providing early intervention or OOHC services. 

The guide highlights legislative requirements that specifically relate to Aboriginal people including self-

determination, participation in decision making and the Aboriginal Placement Principles. The guide also 

provides practical advice to assist NGOs to apply these requirements in their day to day work with 

Aboriginal children and families.  

AbSec has been very active in promoting the need for better cultural planning for Aboriginal children and 

young people, essentially working to raise awareness and to strengthen the way in which government 

and non-government organisations undertake cultural planning. AbSec believes we need to work 

together to ensure the plans are meaningful and realistic, providing quality information that enables 

Aboriginal children and young people to have access to their culture and inform the development of their 

own identity as they transition into adulthood.  
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Disability Sector Development  
 
The AbSec Disability Sector Development Program aims to work with interested Aboriginal 

community controlled organisations across NSW to become ready to provide supports for 

Aboriginal people with disability and their families as the nation prepares to transition to a 

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).  

This includes: 

 supporting capacity building work identifying where gaps need to be addressed to meet 

standards and safeguards for providing disability supports  

 embedding a new way of thinking for organisations that aims to meet needs, rather 

than providing a standard service  

AbSec is supporting organisations through the capacity building process to become strong 

providers of disability supports in Aboriginal communities, recognising the changed approach 

the NDIS will mean for providing services in communities.  

We are doing this by:  

 forming a partnership approach with interested organisations  

 identifying gaps in meeting disability standards and safeguards 

 developing and supporting ideas for improvements  

 assessing all effort to build capacity at the end 

There is a significant demand for services for Aboriginal people with disability in NSW and 

there are few ACCO disability service providers, leaving Aboriginal people with disability few 

choices available to them that are culturally inclusive. This means that there is a substantial 

market awaiting ACCOs who consider becoming disability service providers. If ACCOs decide 

to provide disability services, they will be playing a big part in delivering employment 

opportunities for Aboriginal people, while also providing a valuable support to Aboriginal 

people with disability, their families and carers.  

Third Party Verification 

This year AbSec successfully completed the Quality Improvement 

Performance (QIP) process in accordance with the requirements of the 

NSW Government. This is a great achievement for AbSec as part of the 

Disability Sector Development Program that are excited and proud to 

have completed.  
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AbSec received funding from Prime Minister and Cabinet to host healing workshops and 
cultural forums for members of the Council. These sessions although emotional provided 
participant’s an opportunity to share their stories. 
 
Members of the Stolen Generations Council 
NSW/ACT Incorporated attended the 
Kinchella Boys Home 90th Commemoration 
Anniversary from 24-26 October 2014 at 
Kempsey. The group attended the first 
gathering which was a meet and greet which 
was aimed at bringing everyone together to 
discuss the various activities for the 3 days.  
 
Relationships Australia was introduced as the 
counselling support workers for the stolen 
generation members and their families for the 
duration of the Commemoration. Members 
attended the Commemoration exhibition held 
at Dunghutti-Ngaku Aboriginal Art Gallery, 
followed by the South West Rocks School Site 
Recognition Ceremony. 
On the Saturday, the official 90th Commemoration event was held at the old Kinchella Boys 
Home site.  
A full day of activities included. 

 a photo exhibition (portraits of the KBH men)  

 VIP speeches (including Victor Dominello)  

 Stories from the KBH men themselves  

 KBH man Ian Lowe’s ‘Our Pain’ CD launch  

 local Aboriginal entertainment  

 Cultural ceremonies, including welcome to country, traditional dance, and a 

KBH men’s ceremony  

 Important family and community gatherings, including the children and 

grandchildren of the KBH men.  

 Cootamundra women speeches (Aunty Elaine) and also the Cootamundra Inc. 

The day finished at 4pm, everyone returned to Kempsey.  

Then at 6pm, the official KBH 90th Commemoration Dinner Dance was held at the 
Dunghutti Elders Council. It was a deadly night. On the Sunday, there was the KBH 
90th Commemoration Touch Football Knockout played. Overall, the ladies enjoyed 
being there to support the KBH men. It was very much a healing process for them, 
as Cootamundra girls as well. Sharing their stories and talking about the 
connections they have with the KBH men as many of them were in the Bomaderry 
Children’s Home together. They talked about their brothers, cousins and husbands 
etc. that were in KBH. They share a strong bond; it’s obvious they are family to each 
other. 
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For June Christian and Julie Welsh (AbSec staff), it was humbling to listen to the stories and     
seeing the connections between the stolen generations men and women who share very similar 
experiences growing up in the homes. It was wonderful to see the support given to the KBH men; 
they were overwhelmed by the attendance of family, friends and community. It was very special. 
Without the support of AbSec, the ladies would not have had the opportunity to attend this significant 
event. We would also like to acknowledge the hard work of the men and staff of KBH Inc for making 
it such a successful weekend. 
 
Friday 13 February 2015 was the 7th anniversary of the apology to the Stolen Generations. 
 
Members of the Stolen Generation Council NSW/ACT attended the apology breakfast hosted by the 
NSW Government at Parliament House. Those present at the anniversary breakfast were addressed 
by Premier Mike Baird, Minister Dominello and Mr Kevin Rudd, with event MC Jeff McMullen. 
Mr Lester Maher (who was sent to Kinchela Boys Home) said: "Our stories are testimony that will 
ensure the past will not be repeated, something we fear when we hear of the alarming levels of 
Aboriginal children in out-of-home care." 
 
The breakfast was well received from members of the Stolen Generation Council NSW/ACT who 
stressed it was important to acknowledge the apology however there is still more work to do to 
support members of the Stolen Generation.  
 
The members attended a BBQ lunch at the NCIE in Redfern with community. 
 
Wednesday 18 February 2015, seven members of the Stolen Generations Council NSW/ACT were 
invited to the launch of research Longterm Outcomes of Forgotten Australians Research at the 
University of NSW. This was launched by the Hon Justice Peter McClellan AM, Chair, Royal 
Commission into Instructional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
Members of the Stolen Generation Council NSW/ACT was felt this issue was contentious and that 
people should not forget or misplace the experiences of those of the Stolen Generation.  
 
On Friday 27 February 2015, utilising the mirco-grant from the Healing Foundation, AbSec hosted a 
lunch at NCIE, Redfern for sixteen members of the Stolen Generations Council NSW/ACT. 
By chance members met Kyle Vander Kyup who spent time sharing his journey and experience with 
members. 
Over lunch members had the opportunity to sharing stories and discussion around future workshops 
and gatherings should further funding become available. 
 
The lunch was enjoyed by all who attended, for some a therapeutic opportunity.  
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On Tuesday 27 and Wednesday 28 April 2015, AbSec hosted a cultural gathering for members 
of the Stolen Generation Council NSW/ACT with funding provided by the Healing Foundation. 
The gathering was an artwork workshop attended by 15 members and facilitated by Christine 
Blakney and Matilda House. The beautiful works that were produced as part of the workshop will 
be exhibited later in the year. Feedback from members was that it was an enjoyable workshop 
that provided them an opportunity to share experiences and interpret those stories into art.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the artwork done by members of the Stolen Generation  
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Cleansing and Healing Gathering 
 
Brian Dowd The People Mechanic Brian Dowd —The People Mechanic-facilitated the 2 day 
Cleansing and Healing Gathering for members of the Stolen Generation NSW/ACT. The aim of the 
gathering was to engage those affected directly and indirectly by past government practice.  
 
Those in attendance will had the opportunity to participate in a gathering that was culturally friendly 
and confidential, and focused on allowing individuals to develop new structures, routines and 
balances to: 

 Cleanse past hurts 

 To heal current pain 

 Un program the negative voices and the faces of the past. 

 Re Program positive directions for not only ourselves, but the faces of the future.  

 Apply these techniques at home for positive spiritual and physical results  

The workshop was enjoyed by participants with feedback from members positive and emotional.   
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Workforce Development 
 

Aboriginal Family Group Conferencing Certificate IV Course  

  AbSec worked in partnership with the Aboriginal Learning Circle and TAFE NSW to      develop 
the Certificate IV in Community Services (Aboriginal Family Group Conferencing) course. 

 

The course enabled participants to develop skills and knowledge to undertake a range of tasks 
associated with the organisation and coordination of Aboriginal Family Group Conference 
meetings, relative to addressing care and protection issues for Aboriginal children and young 
people at risk in the community services sector. 

The course targeted Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community members who have 
relevant minimum Certificate III level qualifications, and a 
minimum three years of community services industry 
experience. 

The program was held in Port Macquarie with participants 
required to attend four, one week blocks over four months 
with the first block held early 2015. 

 

 
    Diploma Child, Youth and Family Intervention  
 

The Diploma Child, Youth and Family Intervention was delivered after an expression of interest 
process was undertaken by AbSec with our member agencies, with 20 caseworkers signing up 
to take part in completing the Diploma. 
 
The Diploma was delivered in partnership with the Aboriginal Learning Circle and NSW TAFE 
in Sydney over three day blocks with the final session expected to end in September 2015. 
The Diploma includes workplace visits and is split into five streams focused on providing 
formal qualifications for Aboriginal workers that complement their existing practical experience.  

 
Aboriginal Jobs Together 
 
The Aboriginal Jobs Together (AJT) Program was a joint venture between AbSec, Department 
of Education and Communities, Aboriginal Affairs and Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
(formerly Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations).  
 
The AJT program was part of the Indigenous Employment Program, which has the objective of 
increasing employment opportunities for Aboriginal people. 
 
The program saw trainees undertake study and on the job training. While not all contracts were 
successfully filled, five out of seven trainees successfully completed their traineeship. 
 
The AJT program is a great initiative for young people seeking to enter the Community Services 
sector. Unfortunately, this program has concluded and no further resourcing has been identified 
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Community Engagement  
 
AbSec participates in a range of community activities throughout the year with a number of the 
events aimed at raising awareness in Aboriginal communities to increase Aboriginal foster and 
kinship carers across the state.  
 
NAIDOC Week was held from 6-13 July 2014, which coincided with the second week of the school 
holidays. There were lots of events around communities and it was a great opportunity to join in 
and celebrate Aboriginal culture. This year‘s theme was Serving Country—Centenary and Beyond.  
 
AbSec staff attended a range of events throughout NAIDOC week to share in celebrations and 
continually promote AbSec’s objective around providing a safe place for Aboriginal children and 
young people, strong in culture.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AbSec attended the National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s Day event at Redfern Park on 
4 August 2014 and provided information on AbSec services and handed out promotional bags 
made up for children and their families. It was great to see the community turnout for this event, 
celebrating our children.  

 
Foster Care Week Picnic Day was a huge success!  
The Annual Foster Care Week Picnic Day was held in the Western Sydney Parklands on Sunday, 
14 September 2014. There were over 900 people who attended the annual picnic, which was the 
launch of foster care week. The picnic day is also a way of saying ‘thank you’ to Foster Carers 
and their families who support vulnerable children and young people in the out-of-home care 
system.  
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We were pleased to have Chris Tobin, a Darug man from Western Sydney welcome everyone to 
Country. The  former Minister for Family and Community Services, The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP 
opened the event.  
 
Children and young people were able to enjoy the activities on the day, which included a petting 
zoo, pony rides, activities with the University of Western Sydney, African Drumming Workshops, 
the Bubble Man and many more. Everyone could also enjoy lunch which included hamburgers, 
drinks, snow cones and more. The whole day was a free event for carers and their families to 
enjoy.  
 

 
It was especially good to see carers of Aboriginal children and young people, as well as meet new 
carers who came up to the AbSec Stall and said hi. The day was a great success and we 
received lots of positive feedback about the venue and how much Carers and their families 
enjoyed the picnic day. If you weren’t able to make this year’s picnic day, keep this event in mind 
for next year, as it’s a great way to connect and enjoy with your family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The NSW Department of Family and Community Services hosted 
Mana Allawah, an event to engage local Aboriginal families, children, 
elders and young people living in the Northern Sydney area.  
 
The Mana Allawah Aboriginal Summit took place on 17 July 2014 at 
Macquarie University, coinciding with the end of the Guringai Festival 
– an event celebrating Australia‘s First Peoples culture in the Northern 
Sydney Region.  
The event included yarning circles with community leaders and 
services expos where information regarding employment, health and 
education services was available, family friendly activities such as a 
jumping castle, women‘s sports clinic and an Aboriginal artefacts 
display.  
 
AbSec had the opportunity to showcase the programs and work that is 
delivered by the organisation. AbSec were happy to be involved in an 
event such as this, which is the first of its kind to be held in the 
Northern Sydney area, targeting Aboriginal people living in Ryde, 
Hunters Hill, Hornsby, Ku-ring-gai, Lane Cove, Willoughby, North 
Sydney, Mosman, Manly, Warringah and Pittwater local government 
area 
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Recruitment of Carers - Kids in Care Cup 2014 (KICC)  
 

AbSec was the major sponsor for the Kids in Care Cup 2014, which is an initiative of the Illawarra 
Titans RLFC. The Kids in Care Cup is a Koori Knockout and a genuine warm up event to the NSW 
Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout. 
 
The event aims to raise awareness in Aboriginal communities of the need to recruit more 
Aboriginal foster and kinship carers to care for Aboriginal children and young people in out-of-
home care. 
 
Twenty-three Aboriginal rugby league teams competed in the Kids in Care Cup on Saturday, 20 
September 2014, representing their region in the state-wide competition to highlight the need for 
Aboriginal foster carers during Foster Care Week.  
 
Teams competed at Sid Parrish Park, Figtree in Wollongong with the Dalai Dreamers (from 
Kempsey and Armidale) winning the fiercely contested Kids in Care Cup beating the Newcastle 
All Blacks 12 – 6.  
 
Around 3,000 people turned up to watch the ten specially formed adult Aboriginal men’s rugby 
league teams from regions around NSW battle it out for the Kids in Care Cup title. This included, 
three women’s teams, the Illawarra Titans, Campbelltown Ghosts and the Narooma Sharks as well 
as ten local kids’ teams made up from the Coal League All Stars and the Illawarra Titans Juniors 
who also competed in specialty games including running competitions.  
 
Illawarra, South Coast, Port Stephens, Hunter, Northern NSW, Kempsey, Shoalhaven, La Perouse 
& Marrickville.   
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Achievements 

 
On 19 August 2014, the Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies (ACWA) 2014 Sector Achievement 
Awards presented AbSec with the Innovation award, which was announced during the Awards dinner 
at Parliament House.  
 
The Innovation award acknowledges new and creative responses to emerging needs or entrenched 
sector challenges. The award is significant recognition for the hard work and effort performed by the 
AbSec Transition team, and their commitment and passion for ensuring a better future for Aboriginal 
children and young people in OOHC.  
 
AbSec considers this award to be a true reflection of the hard work, commitment and dedication in 
supporting Aboriginal children and young people in OOHC by building a sustainable Aboriginal sector 
focused on ensuring Aboriginal children are linked to culture, identity and community.  
 
AbSec is pleased to share this award with Aboriginal OOHC member agencies, as it’s their hard work, 

dedication and contribution to the sector that goes to the heart of self-determination for Aboriginal 

communities and to the wellbeing of our children in care. 
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     Contact Us 
 

The Aboriginal Child, Family and Community Care State Secretariat (AbSec) can be    contacted 
on 

 
A: 21 Carrington Road Marrickville NSW 2204 
P: PO Box 604 Marrickville NSW 1475 
Ph: (02) 9559 5299 
Fax: (02) 9559 1669  
W: www.absec.org.au  
 
 
 

 
 

The Aboriginal State-wide Foster Care Support Service on 1800 888 698  
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/AbSec-Aboriginal-Child-Family-and-Community-Care-State-Secretariat-NSW/1497426450496317
http://www.absec.org.au/











































